Swiss development cooperation in the Hindukush (Afghanistan) by unknown
withdrawal of NATO/ISAF troops in 2014 represent a 
significant political transition for the country. 
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been active in Afghanistan since 
1970, but the cooperation office in Kabul was only 
opened in 2002 after the fall of the Taliban regime. 
The primary objective of Swiss development cooper-
ation in Afghanistan has been to support the Afghan 
transformation process and to contribute towards 
positive changes in society via targeted interventions 
made possible by Swiss neutrality and flexibility. 
The Swiss cooperation strategy in Afghanistan 
(2012-2014) has two priorities: the support of in-
clusive governance, state-building and the promo-
tion of civil society and human rights, on the one 
hand, and sustainable rural development on the 
other. Switzerland supports projects in three North-
ern provinces and four provinces in the east of the 
country. The activities under the Hindukush regional 
programme aim to reduce the potential for conflict 
in the Pakistan-Afghanistan border region.
Local governance: promotion of human 
rights, strengthening of civil society and 
state-building
Switzerland is active in the fields of state-building, 
human rights and the strengthening of civil society 
in Afghanistan through project-based contributions 
to the improvement of local governance. This aims 
to provide the population with better access to pub-
lic services and to increase protection against human 
rights violations. 
With Swiss support, the Afghan Human Rights Com-
mission was able to conduct a national survey on 
honour killings and sexual violence against women. 
This project has helped to raise awareness of vio-
lence against women amongst the Afghan popu-
lation. The Human Rights Commission investigated 
over 5,700 cases of domestic violence in 2013. 
Switzerland wishes to retain its presence in Af-
ghanistan despite the difficult conditions, in 
order to contribute towards maintaining the 
development progress achieved and to sup-
port the Afghan government in promoting so-
cio-economic development and ensuring the 
security of the population. Switzerland’s prior-
ities are rural development and the strength-
ening of human rights and governance. In Af-
ghanistan, Switzerland is primarily active in 
three Northern provinces. Interventions in four 
provinces in the east of the country fall under 
the Hindukush regional programme.
Context 
Afghanistan is one of the poorest countries in the 
world. Some 40% of the population live below the 
poverty line. There is a high level of dependence on 
foreign aid and the inadequate infrastructure and 
poor security situation have a negative impact on 
the country’s economic situation. Decades of violent 
conflict and instability have left their mark on Af-
ghanistan and particularly affect the south and east 
of the country. The presidential elections and the 
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Partners
 › Swiss NGOs, such as Helvetas Swiss Intercoopera-
tion, Terre des Hommes
 › International NGOs, such as the Aga Khan Foun-
dation
 › Ministries
 › Organisations from local civil society, such as the 
Afghanistan NGO Safety Office, the Afghan Civil 
Society Forum 
 › Multilateral organisations, such as the UNDP
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million)
Total SDC: Development Cooperation 20.2
Rural development: improvement of the 
living conditions of the rural population
Through rural development projects, Switzerland 
is making a contribution towards the improvement 
of the living conditions of the rural population. In 
particular, it supports the improvement of basic ed-
ucation for women as well as rural economic devel-
opment and the promotion of income generation 
activities. 
Around 1,000 farmers were able to harvest more 
wheat, vegetables and potatoes thanks to improved 
seeds, new storage facilities, more efficient irriga-
tion systems and the production of compost. Over 
25,000 people have improved their livelihoods as a 
result of sustainable water resources management.
Humanitarian aid: disaster risk reduction 
As some regions in the north of the country are sus-
ceptible to natural disasters, Switzerland supports 
projects aimed at disaster risk reduction as part of its 
humanitarian aid assistance.
Multilateral cooperation
Switzerland collaborates with the United Nations De-
velopment Programme (UNDP) on various projects in 
Afghanistan, primarily in the areas of human rights 
and local governance.
Transversal themes: inclusion and conflict 
sensitivity 
Switzerland advocates for a better integration of 
women, disabled people and disadvantaged groups 
in Afghanistan as a cross-cutting theme with special 
emphasis on the promotion of gender equality. Swit-
zerland applies a conflict-sensitive approach in view 
of the instable security situation.
Facts and figures (source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  652'225 km2
Population     35.320 million 
Annual population growth rate (since 1990)    2.7%
Life expectancy at birth women/men    48.8 / 48.5 years
Per capita GDP  542.9 USD
Pupils do not have access to adequate 
school education. © AIHRC, 2013
Construction of an irrigation canal in 
Bamyan. © Helvetas Swiss Intercoop-
eration
Women learning new methods of culti-
vation in the vegetable garden. © Hel-
vetas Swiss Intercooperation
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